For Immediate Release:

Kapiti Coast Artists take Dark Ride to the Capital
Paekakariki based Theatre Practitioner, Madeline McNamara has conceived and directed what is to be one of this year’s STAB commissions at BATS, Demeter's Dark Ride – An Attraction, proudly presented by Pandemonic Attractions.
Madeline has 30 years professional theatre experience as a performer, director, producer and teacher, as well as significant film and television experience. Madeline is co-artistic director of women’s theatre movement Magdalena Aotearoa - a network of women in contemporary theatre; and has recently graduated with a Master of Theatre Arts (Directing) from Toi Whakaari/Victoria University of Wellington. McNamara is a strong female voice for New Zealand theatre, creating independent, original works.

 Madeline is well known for her Chapman Tripp nominated portrayal of Jack/Eugenia in Lorae Parry’s Eugenia, which she has performed in Wellington, Auckland, Manchester and Sydney. Madeline won Best Supporting Actress the 1996 NZ Film and Television Awards for her role as Mira in Broken English. Madeline has worked with Double Edge Theatre (Boston, USA), Taki Rua Theatre, Red Mole and Toadlilies. It was with Toadlilies that she created the legendary Crow Station (co-devised with Sally Rodwell, who is also collaborating in the Dark Ride).  Crow Station (Cardiff, 1994) was responsible for the linking of New Zealand into the international Magdalena Project, and the inspiration to a lot of McNamara’s later work, including Demeter’s Dark Ride – An Attraction. 

McNamara’s most recent directing project was Blue Heart (2004), two short plays by Caryl Churchill described as “an evening of sophisticated theatre of high quality” (Dominion Post). Madeline presented a prototype of Demeter's Dark Ride – An Attraction as one of her MTA graduation pieces. Of this, Steve La Hood said:

"McNamara is asserting herself as a powerful new director in Wellington theatre….. She combines technique with intelligence, emotion with alienation - and all without apparent effort".
Comparatively new to the world of theatre, Annie Ferris is a designer who lives in Raumati South. Her design interests lie in public space and events, ritual and performance. Seven years of study gained Annie a BA in Art History and a BA in Interior Design.  She has worked in an architectural office for ten months whilst becoming involved in dance and music festivals, which then led to designing sets and costumes for theatre. An early highlight of Ferris’ career was co-ordinating and creating the Latin Beat Floats for the Wellington Cuba Street Carnival in February this year. Annie’s recent theatrical endeavours have been; set and costume design of the opera Bluebeard’s Castle for the Massey Conservatorium of Music, dresser for The Candidates at Circa, and costumier for A Midsummer Nights Dream at Circa. Annie is currently collaborating on the design of Demeter’s Dark Ride – An Attraction.
Demeter’s Dark Ride – An Attraction.
BATS, 1 Kent Tce, Wellington

21 October – 5 November 2005

Rides at 7pm, 8pm and 9pm with 10pm ride on weekends (no show Mondays)
Tickets $18/$12

book@bats.co.nz  
ph: 04 802 4175
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