For Immediate Release:

Island Bay Artists Combine Forces for Dark Ride

What do a puppeteer, a kineticist, a composer, a performer and an aerialist have in common, other than the local dairy? Established Island Bay artists/practitioners Sally Rodwell, Stuart Shepherd, Jeff Henderson, Jessica Sutherland and Pipi Evans have recently embarked on Demeter’s Dark Ride – An Attraction, proudly presented by Pandemonic Attractions, as part of the upcoming STAB season at BATS. Demeter’s Dark Ride – An Attraction is conceived and directed by highly respected theatre practitioner, Madeline McNamara, who has a long and successful work history with several of the collaborators.
Sally Rodwell is the co-founder of Red Mole Enterprises, founding member of Magdalena Aotearoa and director of theatre company Roadworks. Sally has a strong arts background which includes making theatre, film, masks and puppets. As part of Toadlillies, Sally co-devised the legendary Crow Station with McNamara (Magdalena Project, Cardiff, 1994) This project was responsible for the linking of New Zealand into the international Magdalena Project, and the inspiration to a lot of later work, including Demeter’s Dark Ride – An Attraction. 

Sally has performed for many years in New York, and has taught mask and costume workshops in South America and Europe. Sally will be performing and collaborating in the Dark Ride.
Stuart Shepherd comes from a background of commercial model-making and special effects – he is currently using his talents to create kinetic sculptural installation artwork. Stewart’s work is currently on display at the Antarctic exhibition in the Adam Art Gallery, and has previously been shown at Art Space (Auckland), the Govett-Brewster; A.U.T.; Expressions Gallery (Upper Hutt), Pataka, Dunedin and Wellington City galleries, the Waikato Art Museum – and soon to be at BATS. He is a lecturer at the College of Creative Arts, Department of Art and Design Studies. 

Jeff Henderson is an integral part of the New Zealand improvised music scene. A master saxophonist, he has also founded venues that have been responsible for fostering Wellington music and bringing amazing musicians into the country. Jeff performs with numerous musical groups in Wellington, and regularly collaborates with artists from other disciplines.  Jeff’s saxophone brilliance can be heard on the latest Phoenix Foundation album, Pegasus. Needless to say, Jeff will be the musical creator extraordinaire for the Dark Ride.
Jessica Sutherland, former Edinburgh Ghost and Witchcraft tour Guide will be the Dark Ride’s Head Guide. Jessica graduated with her Master of Theatre Arts (Toi Whakaari/Victoria Univeristy of Wellington) last year, and has previously studied at the French clown and physical theatre school, Ecole Jacques Lecoq. Jessica co-directs AkeAke Theatre Company with her husband Rhys Latton, who will also be appearing the Dark Ride. Jessica has recently returned from France where Rhys, Pipi Evans and herself presented work at the Roy Hart centre for voice, in Southern France.
Pipi Evans, aerialist and physical theatre performer will be appearing in the Dark Ride as Baubo. Prior to performing in France with Rhys and Jessica, Pipi was probably better known in Wellington as baby Maui, in the aerial spectacular at St James earlier in the year.

There is clearly a very talented group of entertainers, explorers and exciters lurking in the streets of Island Bay. They are all about to pull their collective talents together as creators of the dark ride watch out when they do. It’s going to be un-missable.

Demeter’s Dark Ride – An Attraction

BATS, 1 Kent Tce, Wellington

21 October – 5 November (no show Monday)

Rides at 7, 8, and 9pm (10pm ride on Friday and Saturday nights)

book@bats.co.nz  ph: 802 4175

For further information, or to arrange interviews or photographs of any of the above artists, please contact Emma Carter, Publicist, Demeter’s Dark Ride – An Attraction
pandemonicattractions@gmail.com
ph: 021 0765110

