Kapije

Inanna's Journey

a performance installation by

Antonella Diana (Italy), Helen Varley Jamieson (New Zealand) 

and Vesna Tokin (Serbia & Montenegro).
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"Kapije: Inanna's Journey" is a multimedia performance installation, a collaborative project between a scenographer, a digital theatre artist and a videographer. It will be presentated at festivals where the public can visit the installation as an exhibition and also attend at specific times for events such as video screenings and performance. 

The installation will combine physical materials, video, audio, still images, text, telecommunications and site specific elements to create a tunnel-like landscape, without the boundaries of time. The audience will move through the installation at their own pace, stopping, going forward or back, and experiencing the story through projected images, audio, text, live internet connections and other media. At specific times, performances will take place within the installation, involving local performers, remote performers via the internet and the audience.

The inspiration for the project is the myth of Inanna, the most important goddess of the Sumerian pantheon, from ancient Mesopotamia. She is the goddess of love, fertility and war, and the queen of Heaven, and features prominently in various myths, the most well-known of which is "Inanna’s Descent to the Underworld". In this transformative journey, Inanna is required to shed her symbols of power at each of seven gates ("kapije" in old Slavic languages) in order to visit her sister in the underworld; this experience of giving up power and descending into death ultimately results in gaining knowledge. 

Inanna's journey is a model for the cycle of life itself – birth, death and rebirth; by presenting this journey as an artistic experience, we offer the audience a framework within which to explore their individual life journeys, including change, loss and challenges. The work will be adapted to the various settings in which it is presented, influenced by local collaborators, social and cultural situations, specific sites, and the audience. 

The process and work is being documented in the form of a web site, documentary film and printed booklet. A final documentary montage will be prepared for screening on television and at film and video festivals.

CVs of the artists and other supporting material is provided with this information.

http://www.creative-catalyst.com/inanna
Helen Varley Jamieson: 

helen@creative-catalyst.com
Antonella Diana: dianaa@swissinfo.org
Studio - Trnska 3A, Beograd 11000, 

Serbia & Montenegro

Ph +381 11 454 336

Vesna Tokin: nandi@eunet.yu, nandiart@yahoo.com
Nandi – art & research station

Ph +381 064 1284 193, 

Fax +381 011 3324 177

Local Collaborators

The following organisations are collaborating in specific aspects of the project:
· Nandi - Art and Research Station, Vrsac, Serbia & Montenegro 

· Taiko, Rome, Italy
· Omma Studio Theatre, Heraklion, Crete

· Tiyatro Boyali Kus, Istanbul, Turkey

· Dah Theatre Research Centre, Belgrade, Serbia & Montenegro
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Helen Varley Jamieson, Antonella Diana and Vesna Tokin
Curriculum Vitae: Antonella Diana

After studying Graphic Design at the Institute of Art Sivio D’Amico, Antonella graduated in Scenography at the Academy of Art of Rome, Italy in 1985. From 1983, she began to collaborate with theatre companies in Rome, architecture studios, magazines and graphic designers. Since then her professional work in the field of performing arts, painting and graphic design has developed in parallel. She is the cofounder of Teatret OM (1989), where she did set, costume and lighting design and graphic publication until 2002. She has collaborated on productions with: Dah Teatar Research Centre from 1995 in various productions, (Serbia and Montenegro); Odin Teatret; Musikdramatisk Teater; and Vindenes Bro (Denmark). In 1998 following a private teacher she was introduced to Icon Painting.

Scenography from 1986 to 2003:

THE REVELATION, Abraxa Teatro, Rome, (Italy); 

A SWORD FOR THE HAND, Teatro Sfera di Om, (Italy); 

COLOUR YOUR HEART, Teatro Sfera di Om, Rome; 

CIOTA, MATOC AND GULLIVER, Teatro Sfera di Om; 

THE LEGEND ABOUT THE END OF THE WORLD, Dah Teatar, Belgrade;

ANGEL'S MEMORIES, Dah Teatar, Belgrade

QARRTSILUNI, Teatret OM, Vinderup, (Denmark); 

LA SORTE DI COLPO DI VOLTA LE SPALLE, Vindenes Bro, (Denmark); 

HOMAGE TO GIACOMETTI, Teatret OM; 

SUN AND MOON, Teatret OM; 

HOLSTEBRO FESTUGE, Scenographic tasks, Odin Teatret, (Denmark); 

VAN GAKK AND SPUGNA (costumes) co-production Odin Teatret and Teatret OM; 

L'ELISIR D'AMORE, Musikdramatisk Teater, Holstebro; 

FUGL FØNIKS, Teatret OM; 

GROTOWSKIANA, Odin Teatret 35 Year’s Anniversary, Holstebro; 

SUN AND MOON II, Teatret OM; 

TIMES OF WINDS, Teatret OM; 

THE LANDSCAPE OF MEMORIES, INFANT Theatre Festival, Novi Sad, (Serbia & Montenegro); 

MEMENTO, Teatret OM; 

SALE, Odin Teatret; 

SUMASUMARUM, Teatret OM; 

INNER MANDALA, Dah Teatar;

Solo Exhibition and Installations from 1985 to 2002:

Italy, UK, Colombia, Denmark, Serbia and Montenegro (paintings/installations); New Zealand and Greenland (icon paintings).

Workshops and Courses taught from 1993 to 2003:

Mask Making, Puppet Making, Painting course, Visual Arts, Mural Painting.

Installations for children’s playrooms 2002 / 2003: 

With Coop. Oltre and A.l.i.c.e., Rome: in the schools: A. Saffi, Primavalle; Fratelli Bandiera;
A. Andersen.
Currently, Antonella is a freelance scenographer who collaborates with individual artists and theatre companies as well as producing her own paintings and leading workshops.
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Inner Mandala, Dah Teater
Curriculum Vitae: Helen Varley Jamieson

Helen is a playwright, theatre practitioner and new media artist. She has been involved in theatre since she was a child, and studied Drama and English Literature at the University of Otago, Dunedin, NZ (graduating in 1992). 

Most recently, her creative focus has been developing “cyberformance” – live theatrical performance that uses the internet to bring remote performers together in real time. She has been pioneering this field since 2000, and founded the globally-dispersed cyberformance company Avatar Body Collision in 2002. Her work has been presented at festivals in the UK, Greece, Serbia, Australia and Slovenia, and she has given lectures, presentations and workshops about this work in the UK, USA, Denmark, Australia, New Zealand, Greece, Serbia and Holland.

Recent work:

“Lagging with the Lololols”, with Avatar Body Collision, to be performed at the Virtual Minds Congress, Bremen, Germany, 12 March 2004.
“swim – an exercise in remote intimacy”, with Avatar Body Collision, performed at Mesto Zensk Festival of Contemporary Art (Ljubljana, Slovenia, October 2003); Magdalena Australia International Festival of Women’s Performance (Brisbane, Australia, April 2003); ANET Festival of Alternative Theatre (Belgrade, Serbia, December 2002) and Medi@terra Festival of New Media (Athens, Greece, December 2002). 
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“swim” at Magdalena Australia, Brisbane, April 2003
“Water[war]s”, an ongoing performance/installation, directed by Jill Greenhalgh, addressing the growing global issue of conflict around water. Helen has participated at Transit 3 (Denmark, January 2001), ANET (Belgrade, December 2002) and Magdalena Australia (April 2003). www.themagdalenaproject.org/waterwars

“Dress the Nation”, with Avatar Body Collision, performed online, March 3-4 2003.

“Screen Save Her”, with Avatar Body Collision, performed at the 12-12 Time Based Media Festival (Cardiff, Wales, May 2002) and Riverside Studios (London, UK, May 2002).

“the[abc]experiment”, BATS Theatre, Wellington, NZ, February 2002. www.abcexperiment.org

Lectures and workshops on cyberformance: 

· Odin Teatret (Holstebro, Denmark, January 2004);

· Glasgow School of Art (Glasgow, Scotland, October 2003); 

· Mesto Zensk Festival of Contemporary Art (Ljubljana, Slovenia, October 2003); 

· Next5Minutes Tactical Media Festival (Amsterdam, the Netherlands, September 2003); 

· INFANT Festival of Alternative Theatre (Novi Sad, Serbia, June 2003); 

· Manchester Metropolitan University, Performance Studies (UK, November 2002); 

· Aberystwyth University, Performance Studies (Wales, November 2002);

· Arts International (New York City, USA, April 2002);

· Williams College (Williamstown, MA, USA, March 2002);

· New York University (New York City, USA, March 2002);

· (e)Vision ((Wellington, New Zealand, February 2002);

· Magdalena Australia (Brisbane, Australia, October 2001);
· Odin Teatret (Holstebro, Denmark, January 2001).
Other Relevant Work
· “Web Queen” for the Magdalena Project since 1999 – design and maintenance of the organisation’s web site and management of the email list; www.themagdalenaproject.org

· designed and taught a 4-month course in web development to unemployed women, 1999;

· internet and digital media professional since 1996;

· three stage plays professionally produced in New Zealand, 1992-2001.

Further information about Helen and her work can be found at www.creative-catalyst.com and www.avatarbodycollision.org

Curriculum Vitae: Vesna Tokin

Vesna Tokin was born in Vrsac, Serbia, in 1969. She graduated from the painting department of the Academy of Fine Arts in1994. She is engaged in painting, multimedia projects and video art. In the last five years her films were presented at more than fifteen festivals in Europe. She is one of the founders of group "NANDI" - Art and Research station.

tel. + 381 64 1284-193

e-mail: nandi@eunet.yu, nandiart@yahoo.com  

Filmography
1996 – “The slights on the mask” – experimental video;

1996 - “Feeling” – visual poetry;

1997 – “Bread” – experimental documentary film about refugees;

1997 – “Arahna” – visual poetry;

1997 – “The cosmic piranhas” – short movie about alternative comics authors in Yugoslavia;

1997 – “Run away stars” – visual poetry;

1997 – “Whispering of stone” - visual poetry;

1999 – “Sisyphus” – experimental video;

2000  - "On the margins", documentary film dedicated to marginalised women in Serbia today;

2000 - "Voices of difference", documentary film presenting women's public opinion on political life in Serbia. 

2001 – «Mapping the Wind», documentary film presenting the problem of women refugees from Krajina.

2001 - «Billboards», experimental short film covering the problem of visual representation of female body in advertisements.

2002 - “Old workers’ colony”, documentary film about the history of one of the oldest workers’ settlement in Serbia; film made in cooperation with the Göethe Institute - Belgrade

2003 – KALI, experimental video

2003 – COCOON, experimental video

2003 – City of Shadows, experimental video.
Awards:

1996 – first international video festival “Video Medea”, Novi Sad, Serbia

1997 – prize for the best experimental film at 44. festival of short and documentary film, Belgrade, Serbia

1997 – “Break 21” – international festival of young independent artists, Ljubljana, Slovenia

1998 – painting prize - Jesenji Salon  "Paja Jovanovic", Vrsac

2004 – video art prize – Art Salon, Herceg Novi, Serbia & Montenegro

Some of the festivals were her films were presented at:

1997. - The Cultural European Centre 1997, Thessaloniki, Greece

1997. - International video festival “Video Positive”, Manchester – Liverpool, UK 

1997. - First summit of East and Central European festivals, Gër – Hungary

1997. – International festival “Interstuding 2” – Lithuania

1997. – International festival “DaKino” – Bucharest - Romania

1998. – Second international festival “Break 21”, Slovenia

1998. – International film festival – Barcelona, Spain - national selection 

1998. -  Centre for Contemporary Art, St Petersburg - selection of video art from Yugoslavia.

1999. - Fourth international video festival “Video Medea”, Novi Sad, Yugoslavia

2000. - Fourth international biennale of young artists, Vrsac, Yugoslavia

2000. - International video festival  -Manosque, France

2001. - International festival “Rdece Zore”, Ljubljana, Slovenia

2003. – Raindance Film Festival, UK

2003. – Theatre as way of Healing Festival. International Festival, Dah Teatar, Belgrade Serbia.

Further information about my work can be found at web sites: http://www.rex.b92.net/visualart/Eng/tokin1.htm http://www.dijafragma.com/projects/texts/videoart2.html
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